Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 273 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.093; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.8.
In the title compound, [Ni(C 16 
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 16 As part of an ongoing study on the structural characterization of Schiff-base compounds (Qiu, Fang et al., 2006; Qiu, Luo et al., 2006) , the crystal structure of the title compound is reported here. In the molecule (Fig. 1) , the Ni II ion is six-coordinated by two oxygen atoms and one nitrogen atom from the schiff base ligand and three nitrogen atoms from three pyridine rings.
One pyridine solvent molecule is not involved either in coordination to the Ni II center or in classic hydrogen bonding to the compound. The Ni-O (phenolate) bond (1.975 Å) is the significantly shorter than other Ni-O (carbonyl) (2.084 Å) and Ni-N bonds (mean 2.120 Å), which suggests that the Ni-O (phenolate) bond is stronger than other bonds. From the crystal structure, the schiff base ligand and pyridine rings wrap around the Ni II centre, forming an octahedral coordination (Qiu et al., 2007) . A portion of the crystal packing of the compound is illustrated in Fig. 2 .
To a cold solution of 2-hydroxybenzhydrazide (3.04 g, 20 mmol) in absolute ethyl alcohol (25 ml) was added dropwise a solution of triketohydrindene hydrate (3.2 g, 20 mmol) in absolute ethyl alcohol (25 ml). Stirring was continued at room temperature for 10 min, then refluxing at 351 K for 2 h. After filtering, the filtrate was the schiff base (H 2 L) as yellow solid. To a solution of ligand (0.47 g, 1.6 mmol) in ethyl acetate (15 ml) was added slowly a solution of Ni(ac) 2 .2H 2 O (0.34 g, 1.6 mmol) in ethyl acetate (10 ml). The mixture was stirred for 2 h until a brown precipitate appeared. The precipitate was collected and washed three times with ethyl acetate. Further drying in vacuum afforded a brown powder. Brown single crystals of NiL.4(C 5 H 5 N) were grown from methanol and pyridine mixed solution (2:1 v/v) with slow evaporation at room temperature.
Refinement
All H were placed in geometrically idealized positions (C-H = 0.93 Å) and were treated as riding atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. H atoms have been omitted for clarity. [
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